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This report is the International preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examinlna 
Airthorlty under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. r-reiimmary txamining 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims and^br drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this reoort 
fw^^'l^®!*® rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 o/l^^^^ 
Aaministrative Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that coes 
SuS»Ien2ntllBSf "™ "rtemationai appilcation as filed, as indicated in item 4 of BoTno I and Ihl 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) . containina a 
sequence iistng andA>r tab es rela ed thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in fte SuroKrtSi 
Box Reiabng to Sequence Usting (see Section 802 of the Administrative Insfriictions) ouppwrnenxai 
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IS Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. 11 Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and Industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of Invention 

H Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the International application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the Intematlonal application 
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PCTAJS2004/012427 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. 



ffi. S Sl5^°n^'?:S^'tnT7^g " '"'"^ '^'^ m Which 1. was 

□ International search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ International preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, tiiis report is based on (replacement sheets which 
^r^^iT'^^^^ "^^^^^a Office in response to an invitation under /S^e 14 a^^^ 

report as onglnally nied" and are not annexed to this report): u^iuu9uhs> 

Description, Pages 

1-45 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andfor any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Usting 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

S.H ISlLt'^flll"^ "i®®" established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
sSpp^^^^^^^^ '^""^ """^'^^''^^ 9^ '^^y^^"^ '"^^ as fileS, as indicated inK 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetSifigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may he marked "superseded. " 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1 -4,6-9. 1 2-1 4, 1 6,1 7, 1 9.21 -33.41 -44 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 5,10-11.15,18,20,34-40 . 

Yes: Claims 1-44 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are refen-ed to in this communication: 

D1 : EP 0 106 491 A (HENKEL CORP) 25 April 1984 (1984-04-25) 

D2 : US 4 534 907 A (ROGIER EDGAR R ET AL) 1 3 August 1 985 (1 985-08-1 3) 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses non-gelling polyols which are useful in the preparation of 
polyurethanes. These polyols correspond structurally to the fomiula R-[-X-(-A-)a- 
H]p; p=2-6 and a=0-10 and X= -0-,-N-,-NH- and A may be A,, A a.Ag of the same 
structure as defined in the present application. These materials are obtained by 
reacting hydroxymethylated fatty acid (ester) derived monomers with polyols or 
polyamines ("initiators") in the sense of an transesterification reaction. The polyols 
or polyamines to be used are defined in claim 4 of D1 . It follows that D1 is novelty 
anticipating for claims 1-4, 6-9, 12-14, 16. 17. 19, 21-33 and 41-44 of the present 
application. The same applies for D2 which is a closely related document to D1 
from the same inventors. 



3 D1 mentions certain problems which arise when secondary hydroxyls are present 
in the initiator molecule (D1, page 12. line 12-21). Glycerol, a secondary OH-group 
containing triol, is explicitly excluded as potential initiator from the teaching of D1 
(D1 ; page 5, lines 2-4; claim 13). Thus, a new set of claims based on present 
claims 5 or 10 could be regarded as novel over D1 (and also over D2). Such a 
claim however, In order to be regarded as involving an inventive step, needs to 
provide the solution to a technical problem taking in consideration the closest prior 
art D1 . From the provided evidence it cannot be derived which technical problem 
is solved by the distinguishing feature of a new claim as proposed. Therefore no 
inventive step is recognisable for claims 5, 10-1 1 , 15, 18, 20 and 34-40 of the 
present application (Art. 33,3 PCT) 
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